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SCC teacher arrested on allegations of sexual assault
Danny Mooers & Josh Meribole– Staff Writers

The Sioux Center community is wrestling with
the arrest of a longtime area elementary school
teacher for charges of sex crimes involving a
child.
Police took into custody Curtis Van Dam, 35,
on Monday Oct. 23. Dam, a teacher at Sioux
Center Christian School for more than a decade,
faces charges of Lascivious Acts With a Child,
a class “C” Felony, as well as Lascivious Acts
With a Minor, a serious misdemeanor.
One of the alleged acts occurred on Oct. 17
while a second act, involving the same child,
allegedly occurred three weeks earlier.
While it is unclear when such alleged sexual
assaults began, authorities say additional
victims may surface. Van Dam taught at the
school for 13 years. Sioux Center Police Chief
Paul Adkins said his department is continuing its
investigation and anticipates more allegations.
“I will want to say to the community that the
investigation is being handled as quickly as
possible but not hastily,” Adkins told the Dordt

Diamond. “We need to make sure this is being
done the right way according to what the law
tells us. Patience is a virtue.”
Sioux County Attorney Thomas Kunstle says
the investigation will take at least a year to
complete.
Dordt has numerous students who attended
Sioux Center Christian School, including those
who had Van Dam as a teacher.
Sexual abuse victims suffer physical
and emotional turmoil, according to Mark
Christians, a Dordt College psychology
professor. The recovery process from these
events is often lengthy.
Christians said an abuse victim can feel trapped
when they are involved in these situations.
Victims are often afraid of the backlash they
will receive from reporting their sex offenders.
They fear that the offender will lash out and hurt
them again and even think they may be blamed
for the abuse.
Helplessness, guilt, isolation and anger are
several other emotions victims are forced
to deal with throughout the healing process

according to Christians. Child abuse victims
develop differently than those who aren’t
abused as children.
Child abuse victims also battle with admitting
their abuse. According to Christians, victims
may be convinced by the offender that no
one will believe them. Therefore, they see no
opportunity to find help. Also, they may be
unsure how to respond if they experienced
positive physical pleasure or emotional
intimacy from the abuse.
“My freshmen year of high school my math
teacher was arrested,” said Jalyn Vander Wal, a
Dordt junior. “And that was really hard because
coming into school you think the world is so
great and now you see that it is really hard,
especially for those fifth graders.”
Some of the school’s students have been taken
to Sioux City for counseling. Sioux Center
Christian School has also offered counseling
for parents and students.
On Wednesday, Nov. 1, Sioux Center
community churches are hosting a communitywide service of lament regarding the alleged

Tharp enthralls with organ concert

Allison Wordes – Staff Writers

Photo By: www.stephentharp.com
It’s the fifth year of the Ringerwole Organ
series, and guest organist Stephen Tharp pulled
out all the stops with a striking performance.
Friday, Oct. 27, organist Stephen Tharp
performed in Dordt’s own BJ Haan Auditorium.
“This guy is phenomenal,” said Matthew
Geerlings, organ instructor. He would not have
missed out on the opportunity to hear Tharp
perform.
Tharp opened with some pieces by Handel,
which he arranged himself for the organ. Tharp
is known for premiering, or playing music as
heard for the first time. He has also written
several compositions himself and premiered
them. Loud trumpets in this concert’s Overture
and Boulée woke up any drowsy attendees.
Expressive tosses of his head added drama to
his concert performance.
A camera projection allowed the audience
to watch the intense concentration cast onto
the side profile of his face. They could see his
hands on two different keyboards, left hand

reaching to pull a stop, while his feet danced
across the foot pedals. Tharp played most of
his music from memory, and a few pieces with
written music.
The ending piece, Choral Song and Fugue, by
Samuel Sebastian Wesley, projected continuous
scales, with deep, penetrating bass notes that
resonated throughout the auditorium. Each
string of dischordant melodies resolved itself
with one precise, elongated note, in this mighty
masterpiece of an ending.
Joan Ringerwole also attended the event, and
stood up to be recognized for her generosity in
funding these events.
A master class, also on Friday, featured Tharp
instructing three of the current organ students.
About 20 students and faculty attended. Tharp
offered critique, as well as encouragement.
Janneke deBoer started with Bach’s Pastorale.
Tharp suggested some registration changes,
making the sweet sound into one with more
surprise. Tharp explained the difference
between the large and small pipes, and how
easily it could affect the sound. The trills he also
adjusted, saying, “It’s still not the cake, just the
decoration that goes on it.”
Katrina Regnerus and and Pam Regnerus
also performed, with Brahm’s My Heart is
Ever Yearning and Bach’s Prelude in Fugue.
Tharp followed the tempo with his hands,
humming along to the melody. In the Brahms,
he suggested changing the ending chord from
minor to major, the way it was found written in
older scores.
“I think it gives the music a whole another
character,” said Tharp. In the Bach, he
commented on the smoothness of the playing.
“The architecture is so expansive, you need to
think horizontally,” said Tharp. A full orchestra
of sound comes from an organ, and choosing
what sounds to use is important. A sense of flow
is best, steady and consistent like a heartbeat.
He described how to shape phrases, stretching
them like a rubber band.
“If you have to say something twice, never
say it the same way,” said Tharp.
Tharp was all about acoustics. He described

organ practice rooms as having the “acoustics
of a towel.” Not a compliment to the highpitched sounds that ricochet around the tiny
rooms. One of his sharpest memories of playing
was at age 19 in a large church. The experience
was like “driving a tank around the room and
shooting at things.” Every organ he has played
is special for its own reasons, and he couldn’t
pick one favorite.
“It’s like asking who your favorite friends
are,” said Tharp.
He’s played in more than 1,400 concerts in
50 tours around the world, making him the
most-traveled organist of the current time. 800
of these he played in North America alone.
His tours include the Walt Disney Concert
Hall in Los Angeles, the Hong Kong Cultural
Center, multiple cathedrals in Europe, and even
Australia and Iceland.
Ever since age six, Tharp has been fascinated
with the mechanics and sounds of the organ. The
organist at his church would not let him learn

scandal. It will be held at 6:30 in the BJ
Haan Auditorium. There will be an option to
participate in prayer walks at Sioux Center
Christian School following the event at Dordt.
“The community has been shocked by
these allegations,” said Adkins. “We are still
investigating.”
For now, emotion in the community is running
high. Responses have ranged from anger and
shock to sadness and pain.
Sioux Center Christian School fired Van Dam
after his arrest. He is out of jail on a $5,000
bond and is scheduled to appear in court again
on Nov. 7.
“This last week has been incredibly, incredibly
difficult,” Josh Bowar, the Head of School
at Sioux Center Christian, said in a video
statement released to the school community on
Facebook. “Actually, the word difficult doesn’t
even seem to scratch the surface. It has been
devastating. We are shocked. We are hurt. We
can’t think straight. We are exhausted. We are
overwhelmed. We can’t understand why.”

until after two years of piano, which helped him
build up muscle strength in his fingers. Piano
he still considers second to his passion for the
king of instruments. Stephen Tharp earned his
Bachelor of Arts degree from Illinois College in
Jacksonville, IL, and his Masters of Music from
Northwestern University, in Chicago.
His performances have been broadcasted on
radio. One popular organ program known as
America Public Media’s PipeDreams featured
two of his performances in their entirety, which
is considered a great honor. He has recorded
six CDs. The latest one, “Stephen Tharp: The
St. James’ Recital,” is being considered for a
Grammy Award.
In 2011, The American Guild of Organists of
the New York City chapter presented Tharp with
the International Performer of the Year Award.
In 2015, he received the Paul Creston Award,
an award which recognized his excellence in
church music and performing.
Contributed Photo
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Zombies appear on campus Health Services equip students
to handle anxiety
Janelle Cammenga– Staff Writer

Contributed Photo
Students sprint between public buildings.
Green cloth shows up all over campus.
Teachers sense an inexplicable animal instinct
demonstrating itself in students. Socks fly.
It must be the annual Humans vs. Zombies
competition.
“Zombies versus humans is my favorite week
of the whole year,” said junior Megan Van Den
Berg. “You’re always nervous of people. Is that
a zombie? Is that a human? And then you see a
human and it’s like a silent victory.” She spent
three days last week trying to survive Dordt’s
zombie apocalypse—and succeeded.
Humans vs. Zombies is an ultra-intense
version of tag, in which tagged players turn into
zombies and in turn aim to infect others. The
only safe places? Dorm rooms and bathrooms,
and public buildings. The only weapon? Rolledup socks.
Luke Gilliland took this year’s top zombie
spot at 17 kills, and Jonathan DeBruin won top
human by earning 25 points and making it to the
Gift statue first during the final mission.
While Van Den Berg felt pretty safe for most
of the game—there is less participation in the
apartments, after all—she had a close call while
walking to her car.
“I heard someone scream, ‘Look, she’s a
human!’” Van Den Berg said. She leapt into her
car and locked the doors just before zombies
started pounding on the windows.
Participation is most action-packed in the

underclassmen male dorms. This makes sense,
since that is where everything started seven
years ago. It has since expanded to include
anyone on campus, but it was originally only a
male dorm event.
The player pool isn’t the only thing that has
changed over the years. HvZ used to stretch
over a whole week, but Student Services
shortened it when they saw enthusiasm
consistently drop after the first 2 days. The
competition has gotten more high tech: All
players and points are tracked in a spreadsheet.
Live updates let players stay connected with the
game’s progress.
The player dynamic also changes.
“No one jumped off buildings this year,” Van
Den Berg said. “But there were some freshmen
who really got into it. They were going hard.”
Derek Buteyn, Director of Student Life,
said that general participation has been fairly
consistent. He believes that RA enthusiasm
plays a big part in its success.
He has never played, but enjoys watching it
happen and hearing about escapades. “I’ll be
sitting in my office and see people booking it
down the hill,” he said. “You get people staying
in the bathrooms for four hours, people jumping
out of windows—although I should say that
that’s not ok.”
He shared that Austin Lindemulder, the
Learning Community Area Coordinator, has
plans to add different prizes and tweak the point
system to encourage participation past the first
day.
Buteyn’s favorite part of the game is the
missions. “It creates an extra dimension other
than just staying alive,” he said. “It gets people
out of their rooms.”
A lot of work goes on behind the scenes before
the games can begin. There’s a spreadsheet to
set up, a webpage to sync to the spreadsheet,
tags to create and print, and green flag upon
green flag to cut out.
Both Buteyn and Van Den Berg see HvZ as
beneficial for Dordt’s campus community.
“It bonds different people,” Van Den Berg
said. “They’re just ready to attack at all times,
and I think that’s good.”

Jessica Setiawan– Staff Writer

Anxiety and stress are the top two factors that
inhibit college students academically according
to American College Health Association
(ACHA). Being a student in college means that
you have to navigate a lot of things, according
to Dordt Counselor Jessica Hulst: being
independent from parents, figuring out your
identity, finding what major or career path to
take, and developing mature relationships with
others.
Anxiety and stress are the top two factors that
inhibit college students academically according
to American College Health Association
(ACHA).
Anxiety and stress are normal parts of life,
but if it starts to negatively affect our ability to
function academically, emotionally or socially,
then it becomes a perceived threat. Bodily
reactions to anxiety include tension in muscles,
increased heart rate, sweating, shakiness and a
hard time breathing.
To combat this issue, Dordt’s Student
Counseling Services opened its first four-weeklong “Tools for Life – Anxiety Workshop” this
semester.
Students said they are skeptical about learning
anything new in the workshop.
Junior Jessica Cheney said she already knows
self-help strategies to control her anxiety.
A friend of Cheney’s simply does not have

time to attend. Making time for the workshop
would only increase her anxiety.
It’s possible that people don’t want to be
singled out in this kind of workshop, according
to junior Anna Jordan.
Hulst wants to make it clear that this workshop
is educational.
“It’s not therapy,” Hulst said. “It’s a class.”
She said the goal of the workshop is to give
students good tools and experiential stressmanagement techniques. The classes focus
on participants’ mind-body connection; how
students can calm their bodies through changing
their mindset, along with ways to create less
stressful lifestyles.
Hulst said college is like a training ground to
better equip students for the future and ensure
mental and spiritual health.
“Coming to college is all about equipping
yourself for your profession,” Hulst said. “But
we also want to better equip you to mentally and
emotionally handle the stresses life will bring.”
Hulst said participants have been very
cooperative; the educators have yet to receive
any pushback. However, attendance was lower
than the expected 20 participants.
For those who want access to these tools,
another workshop will be held during the spring
semester. Sign up by calling 712-722-6990 or
by emailing healthservices@dordt.edu.

Dordt “SPICEs it up” with
Netherlands program visitors
Cory Van Gilst– Staff Writer

Pride event takes place in
Orange City

Tess Hemmila– Staff Writer

Last weekend, Orange City was suddenly
flooded with a crowd of rainbow-clad supporters
for an LGBTQ event called OC Pride. As the
streets of Orange City filled up with supporters,
the surrounding community had mixed
reactions of surprise and curiosity. The event
was not heavily advertised and was shocking to
some members of the local community.
The event itself was not put together or
funded by Orange City. Orange City Mayor
Deb Dehaan said, “The event was initiated,
organized and promoted by four individuals
from the community and surrounding area.”
OC Pride was organized primarily by Steve
Mahr, Mike Goll, Dave Klennert and Dave
Bauer.
The goal of OC Pride was to celebrate
and acknowledge the presence of the gay
community in Orange City and surrounding
areas. The event itself included: a dance, a story
slam, live music, and a movie.
This was the first large-scale pride
event ever hosted in Orange City. After the
overwhelming success of the first annual OC
Pride, the organizers are optimistic that this will
become an annual event. Next year’s OC Pride
is already in the works, scheduled for the third
weekend of Oct. 2018.
As the event was hosted in an area that is
largely conservative, many people were unsure
or skeptical of what the event entailed. Some
feared that there would be opposition from
the community. Despite the concern, the event
went along smoothly without any resistance or
protest, according to Mahr.
“It seemed to me that people expected it to

fall outside of community values, which it did
not,” said Mahr. “We just think it’s important
for people to know that there are safe spaces for
people to live into their full identity, that applies
to all orientations.”
“We were overwhelmed with love and
support from the community,” Klenner said.
“It was really an event for the community and
we [the LGBTQ community] are a part of the
community too.”
The event was open to anyone who wanted
to come, members of the LGBTQ community,
supporters, and the curious Orange city residents,
alike. Many students from Dordt also attended
the event over the weekend. Megan O’Gorman,
a freshman at Dordt, said, “I thought it was great
that even in such a conservative area, they made
people feel welcome.”
Photo By: OC Pride Facebook Group
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This week, Dordt College welcome two
people to campus who have a special bond with
certain students as well as many alumni.
As Tjalling Oosterhuis and Charlene Geertsma
return to Dordt, they will be greeted by about a
dozen SPICE alumni who spent a semester in
their school in the Netherlands.
SPICE (Study Program in Contemporary
Europe) is one of Dordt’s largest study abroad
programs. Last year, a total of 14 students
participated.
For several years, Oosterhuis and other SPICE
coordinators have journeyed across the pond
to visit with past students as well as interview
prospective students of the program. During
their visit, future students of the program get
the opportunity to talk with students who
participated last spring. This allows for a better
understanding of what life abroad is like and
how to best prepare for it.
“I really enjoyed that night; it gave me an idea
of what to expect and what do to for those four
months,” said SPICE alum Leanne Dieleman.
Like previous years, Oosterhuis and Geertsma
will interview all of the students who want to
learn about SPICE. These interviews are the
first interactions students have with the program
and plays a large role in preparing them.
“They asked me really specific questions
about why I wanted to go on SPICE and what
I could gain from it,” said Tori Mann, a senior

who participated last year. “It was really good
to have me start thinking of those things.”
The main goal of the interviews is to build
relationships with the next class group as well
as find suitable host families for each individual
student based on their personality.
“I really appreciated the interview, it put to
rest a lot of worries I had about the program,”
said Mann.
In the meetings, Oosterhuis gave a general
overview of Zwolle, the city where the program
takes place, as well as VIAA, the school
SPICE students attend. In addition to meeting
with students, Oosterhuis and Geertsma will
visit with various departments to update the
curriculum offered for SPICE students.
“The goal is to make sure the classes are
meeting the institutional requirements of both
Dordt and VIAA,” says Rebecca Tervo, the new
Coordinator of Off-Campus and Multicultural
Student Programs. They will also tour the new
hospital in Sioux Center in preparation for two
Dutch students who will work there as part of
their practicum in the spring semester.
“It is great for the program that they come
out here to meet with students and understand
where they are coming from,” said Tervo. It has
proven to be useful for students in the past and
will continue to be a vital part of the program
for years to come.
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The door, the church and the Student-designed pressbox
Reformation
achieves its goal
Joshua Meribole– Staff Writer

In 1517, Martin Luther attached his issues
with the Catholic Church on the door of a
church in Wittenberg, Germany. He was 34 at
the time. What he nailed, referred to as the 95
Theses, tore a rift in the Church and lay the
foundation for the Protestant Reformation. The
31st of October is the 500th anniversary of the
event.
“One of the things that Martin Luther was
doing when he posted those 95 Theses was
identifying something that was happening in
the Church,” says professor Rebekah Earnshaw,
“—the sale of indulgences and the corruption
of the Church’s theology—and how this was
impacting the people that he was pastoring and
teaching in Wittenberg. He cared for his people,
he saw that the church was not teaching and
practicing the truth. So, he set out the 95 Theses
to basically invite an academic discussion.”
Dordt’s Theology 222 (Core 318) class is
remembering the 500th anniversary by inviting
students this week to put forth discussions
points regarding the church. As Professor
Earnshaw says, “issues where the reformation
legacy can continue.”
“To be reformed is to be always reforming.
So, the door is there for our class, to consider…
what would we want to nail to the door, what
would we want to take a stand for, what are the
issues today that matter,” says Earnshaw.
While she did plan to have a door for students
in her class to post discussion points about
issues in the church, Professor Earnshaw did

not expect to have an event. However, when
she asked her students if they would like to do
something more for Reformation Day, they said
yes.
“This is a great opportunity to try raise
awareness in our community, not just for the
13 people [in the class] having this kind of
conversation,” says Earnshaw.
Last week, she posted Luther’s 95 Theses,
Calvin’s letter to King Francis, a letter to King
Philip the second of Spain by Guido De Bres,
and the Canons of Dort. The purpose of these
postings, Earnshaw says, is to get people to
begin making a “historic connection” with the
reformers who played important roles in the
Reformation.
Students can meet Earnshaw in-between
classes to nail discussion points regarding
issues as well as raise questions they might have
regarding the church. They are also welcome
discuss these points on Friday, Nov. 3.
“Let’s meet face-to-face. These things matter,
let’s talk about [issues with the church], let’s
learn from our heritage,” says Earnshaw.
Sophomore Joshua Dorsett is one student who
has already posted his issues with the church,
in a work titled “A Call To Repentance, And
Reformation.”
“Those are things that I believe we need to
really think about,” Dorsett said. “And I am
very thankful for the opportunity to be able to
express that in a way that inspires a discussion.
And that what the project is about. Inspiring
discussion among students at Dordt.”
Photo By: www.vision.org

Allison Wordes– Staff Writer
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Bleachers filled with people, muffled chatter,
wind on the backs of the onlookers—another
afternoon soccer game. This year, something
has changed.
On Oct. 13, the finishing touches were added
to the new soccer pressbox. A step up from
rickety scaffolding, the new addition brought
both safety and practicality for the team.
“You’re sufficiently protected from the
elements,” said Mike Byker, the sports
information director. The equipment used to
record and stream games in years before had to
rough all kinds of weather.
The final building is a wood structure built by
Hoogendoorn Construction, with two stories,
lights, a public announcement (PA) system, air
conditioning and heating, internet connection,
and a flagpole so the national anthem can be
sung before games. The PA system had its debut
Defender Days weekend.
“The fans appreciate having more seating
options,” said Connor Stephens, Engineering
senior and varsity soccer player. The soccer team
watched the pressbox gradually come together
at the beginning of the season. Stephens said
he looks forward to the new speakers providing
pre-game music.
The internet connection allows games to be
streamed live right from the pressbox. Howard
Wilson, who helped form the committee,
recalled how one dad watched his daughter play
from his office in Seattle, Washington.
The building also provides a better element
for shoes, said Wilson. Good ventilation in
the building keeps the footwear aired out and
prevents fungal infections.
The bold white lights are on 24/7 for security,
and the doors remain locked at all times when
not in use.
“It really has helped us by allowing our
equipment to be kept locked up,” said Glenn
Bouma, Assistant Athletic Director. He said
it’s not just a functional structure, but one that

Students subjected to mass email controversy

Danny Mooers– Managing Editor

Illicit emails and anonymous support groups
have found their way onto Dordt’s campus.
In recent weeks, Dordt students have received
two unauthorized emails, both of which
have prompted apology emails. The first was
from Sacha Walicord, an associate professor
of Business Administration, promoting a
Creation Science Conference. The Siouxland
Reformation Society was hosting it on Dordt’s
campus. In Walicord’s apology, he mentioned
that since the conference was not a Dordtsponsored event, he had no permission to send
the initial email.
The second unauthorized email was sent
courtesy of LEAP (Love Education Acceptance
Pride). This email was sent to all of the seniors
on Dordt’s campus, according to representatives
of LEAP. It was sent out to promote LEAP, a
support group for LGBTQ students who attend
Dordt and Northwestern. Eric Forseth, Dordt’s
Provost, responded by encouraging students to
not lash out to LEAP and to “keep a level head
and Christ-like response.”
There is currently no LGBTQ group available
on Dordt’s campus, and LEAP decided to offer
theirs to any Dordt student searching for one.
LEAP received access to Dordt email
addresses through an unidentified source with
a Dordt login.

“Our email system is very locked down,” said
Robert Taylor, Dean of Students. “But if an
internal user decides to post something against
our usage policy, we can’t control it as easily.”
LGBTQ groups have existed at Dordt for
the better part of the past decade, according to
Robert Taylor. These groups are not sponsored
by Dordt in any way and therefore are not
allowed to use Dordt property to advertise,
unless given specific permission by Student
Services.
According to the Dordt handbook, Dordt
prohibits “engaging in, promoting, or
advocating homosexual relations.”
This does not mean, however, that Dordt is
against these groups meeting.
“We want to interact with the leaders and
members of these groups as much as we can,”
Taylor said. “We want to keep an open dialogue
with them.”
Aaron Baart has also been involved in
assisting LGBTQ groups address any questions,
thoughts, or concerns they may have.
LEAP has existed at Northwestern since
2007. It began as a Gay Straight Group,
Northwestern’s version of a Gay Straight
Alliance, but the name was changed to LEAP.
According to representatives of the group,
Dordt and Northwestern professors reached out
to them in hopes of informing more LGBTQ
students of a college group available. However,

the use of mass email advertising is prohibited,
and administration from Northwestern spoke to
the group about their choice to do so.
LEAP has 10-20 attendees per meeting;
including Dordt students. According to
representatives, they have received four
responses since the unauthorized email was
sent.
“We didn’t receive emails from people
who were frustrated about the group,” LEAP
representatives said in an interview. “We
received emails from people who were angry
that we had their email addresses and broke
their rules; they believed their information was
safe.”
Dordt administration claims they have and do
plan to work with any Dordt LGBTQ groups.
They want to minimize any inappropriate
actions from taking place and answer questions
groups may have.
“The last thing we want to do is shut down one
of these groups just because,” Taylor said. “We
want to work with them to determine their goal.
We then help them develop a mission statement
and things usually go well. We have some nonnegotiables and students of these groups have
found these reasonable, so we haven’t had
issues.”
Previous Dordt LGBTQ groups went under
the name OASIS, but many of the leaders have
graduated in recent years. Since then, OASIS

blends with nearby buildings and creates the
look of a quality facility.
Because of its sand base and real grass turf,
the Dordt’s soccer field is considered one of the
best soccer fields around. It drains well, and
maintenance keeps it well-groomed throughout
the year.
This project is a two-phase vision, according
to Wilson. Potential expansions for the field
could be lighting all around the perimeter, so
the teams could play into the evening. Students
wouldn’t have to leave classes early to make
it to games. Another extension would include
permanent locker room space for the players,
freeing up space in the Rec Center.
Two donors completely funded the process,
including all the materials and labor for the
project.
Three years ago, a committee came together
to discuss improvements for Dordt’s soccer
team. Some engineers, working for their senior
project, met with the soccer coaches and came
up with some drawings to present. A site survey
told them the elevation, as well as placement
for the structure. These big ideas took hold and,
with some revision, held potential for a new
pressbox design.
Initially, senior Engineering students
presented the design in May 2015. The students,
now alumni, were Thaddeus Van Essendelft,
Alec Woods, and Braden Graves. They worked
with civil, structural, mechanical, and electrical
designs of the project.
“They had very detailed working drawings,”
said Dr. Nolan Van Gaalen, professor of
engineering who collected the data for the
project. “The image as I walk by and the image
in my mind are similar.”
“They quickly found out that there generally
is not an equation that will give them the
answer,” said Ben Saarloos, also an Engineering
professor. Working with an internal client,
specifically Dordt College administration, gave
the students experience with “best practice”
guidelines, consulting with experts.
“It’s important for our students to have this
opportunity to do something real,” said Van
Gaalen. Currently, another set of eight projects
are being given to a group of 30 students, for an
engineering class that begins this fall. Some of
the projects include a bridge in Haiti and solar
power in Liberia.
All three designers graduated and moved on
to find jobs in Minneapolis, MN; Des Moines,
IA; and Colorado working with companies in
the engineering field.

hasn’t officially reconvened.
The email from LEAP coincided with the first
ever OC Pride event. The event occurred from
Oct. 20-22 and received the majority of their
backlash through social media.
“It’s interesting to see the ‘ebb and flow’ of
a community,” said Taylor. “It is an interesting
marker of how communities go. I didn’t hear of
any backlash at the event itself.”
LEAP assisted with the OC Pride rally by
organizing the storytelling event that occurred
on Saturday. The event included stories from
people struggling with numerous mental
ailments.
Dordt recognizes that LGBTQ groups do and
will exist. They are in place to offer a safe and
supportive group for any student who desires
to have a dialogue or associate with members
of the LGBTQ community. Just like any other
group, however, there are rules and guidelines
that they must follow as far as promotion and
advertising.
For
more
questions
about
Dordt
Administration’s thoughts on LGBTQ groups
contact Robert Taylor at Rober.Taylor@dordt.
edu. For more questions regarding LEAP, email
nwcleap@gmail.com via a non-Dordt email
address.
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Michel Gomes – Contributing Writer

Jenna Stephens – Staff Writer

Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
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After slow-cooking for six hours, the aroma
of roast mixed with that of the white pumpkin
candle burning in the living room. I finished
meal preparations when there was a knock at
the door.
“Come in!” I called from the kitchen. My
husband, Conner, rushed to the door to open it
like a true host. My mom stood on the welcome
mat with my dad, sister and nephew right
behind her. I’d been looking forward to this
night for weeks after hearing that my parents
purchased a ticket to fly my sister and nephew
out from California.
Since going to college, and now moving into
an apartment as a wife, I have discovered two
new favorite things: having my family members
over for supper and watching Conner interact
with them. Books, sitcoms and sometimes our
own families joke about the struggles of dealing
with in-laws and spending time with them. I
mean, nights like this could be really awkward
if my husband and family didn’t get along. But
it’s just the opposite – in fact, they expressed
how great of a guy he was before I’d completely
fallen for him.
Sometimes Conner is a man of few words
and sometimes he carries the conversation. He
especially excels at engaging in conversations
about bridges and structures. So when my dad
comes over, it’s Conner’s chance to talk about
these topics with someone who doesn’t just
nod with a blank stare (I study art, not civil
engineering).
But when I’m laughing with my family about
childhood memories or inside jokes, which only
the original Wilgenburgs would understand,
he’s still a good sport. Conner sits back and
continues eating until he randomly throws out
this punchy, witty, often hilarious comment that
no one saw coming. My family laughs more
now that Conner has joined us – my parents
might even love him more than their own
daughter.
And when he holds our baby nephew’s hand
and strokes his cheek, my heart faints. Not at
all to the point of inducing baby fever, but more
like, “Wow, I love him.”
That night, between “Please pass the salad”
and “So how are classes?” I realized how
thankful I am for these relationships. It’s not
always easy becoming part of a new family,
but I am so happy Conner gets along with the
people who loved me first. Or at least he fakes
it REALLY well. Sometimes it’s nice to just
sit back and observe their interaction. Slightly
creeper-ish? Maybe. But that won’t stop me.

Overall, living in England has been quite
nice. In my first column, I listed some initial
observations about aspects of English culture
that were different from American culture. Now
that I’ve lived here for a few months, I’ve got an
expanded list of the perks of living and studying
in England. It’s not comprehensive, but I’ve
chosen what I think are the most interesting (if
mundane) bits.
•You can study outside without having your
books ripped violently out of your hands by
the wind. (But there is a slight danger that your
books will become slowly sodden because of
the drizzling rain.)
•It seldom falls below 0 degrees Celsius,
and it seldom gets above 23 degrees Celsius.
The weather never assaults you—even the rain
comes in a gentle sprinkle—and it never hurts
to breathe. What novelty.
•The tea is usually quite good. (But the
coffee is less impressive.)
•When you make tea, you never have to fish
flakes of calcium and other deposited minerals
out of the bottom of the kettle first.
•The public transit system is expansive, so
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not owning a car isn’t crippling. Plus, they take
good care of their bicyclists and pedestrians
by providing bike lanes and pavements, so
both walking and cycling places are attractive,
feasible options. And it is a small country, so
the places you need to get to are often within
cycling distance.
•They use the metric system, which just
makes more sense.
•They are globally aware, and they are
(usually) even-keel, so when you read the news
you actually get the news without too many
sensationalized accoutrements. (Of course, even
the BBC succumbs to click-bait sometimes.
Alas.)
•Each denomination of pound note looks
dramatically different from the others, so there
is no chance that you’ll mistake a £5 note for
a £20 note. And you definitely shouldn’t get
confused between ones and fives because ones
are coins and fives are notes. (The five-pence
coins do look nearly identical to Canadian
dimes, though, which is confusing.)
•The produce is fairly inexpensive, and the
farmers’ markets are well-stocked. (Did I need
three pounds of leeks? Probably not. But they
were cheap, they looked magnificent, and I’m
sure I can find a use for them. Potato leek soup,
anyone?)

We live in times where everyone is much more
connected to the outside world that perhaps
in the more isolated past. Political decisions
made in one place now have repercussions in
another. Beliefs expressed by one group—no
matter how big or small that group may be—
tend to affect how others think. But the question
is, should an educational institution committed
to one ideal be open to inviting discussion or
hearing a different view?
The history of education, of progress, of
the evolution of human cognition, has always
followed a certain pattern: observe life, and
seek alternative ways to go about it. In our
search for living meaningful lives in the face
of what we hold to be our purpose, we come
to different conclusions about many things.
Hence, can we truly learn and grow if we shut
ourselves away from anything that is different,
anything that is contrary to our premises? Can I
be fair to someone of a different culture if I do
not mentally do justice to their life experiences
and their conclusions?
For some time now, and in some cases rightly
so, Christian education has been accused of
indoctrination. From the world’s point of view,
Christians have spent more time fighting the
culture surrounding them than in trying to
understand and perhaps even work together
with it. The way forward seems simple: allow
ourselves to meet people outside of our comfort
zones. We can’t fault Christianity’s slow start,
but if we refuse to pick up the pace, that is on
us. Besides, supporting someone is not the same
as affirming what they do.
On Oct. 14, the Conservatives page published
a post mentioning that Jen Hatmaker, on a tour
regarding her new book, would be coming to
Dordt to promote her work. The post, however,
brought to light that when Jen was asked “you
mention faithfulness and God. Do you think
an LGBT relationship can be holy?” she had
answered “I do.” The discussion that followed
was like most Facebook debates. That is, not
necessarily promoting anything good.
On both sides of the argument, there was a lot
of anger. Some used names such as sodomites
to refer to the gay community, in a manner that
did not encourage friendly conversation. If
anything, people who participated in this heated
conversation were more likely to leave angered
and more set in their ways. The question for
students and staff of Dordt now is, is there any
educational value to this attitude?
The problem with modern education is
complex. The aversion to open conversation
is only one aspect of it. Still as in the words
of Laozi, “The journey of a thousand miles
starts with one step.” The first step we can
take is to talk to each other like human beings,
respectfully and graciously. . In engaging with
others, listening to their conversations, we
become full human beings. We learn of different
ways people wrestle with different things.
In isolating ourselves, we limit the reaches of
our understanding of the world. We hinder our
intellectual growth and inhibit our creativity,
since we are exposed always to people who
affirm and believe the same things we do.
And as history shows, no one group is ever
always right, including us. In creating room
to respect what others hold as different and
important, we can reevaluate some of our
notions. This cross-opinion discussion can help
undo misconceptions, and provoke a change
in mindset for the better. In a sense, it is how
culture is made.
The proper attitude towards education might
be different than a form of Christian Imperialism
in which we set out to convince everyone to do
things our way. Experiences are unique, and
before trying to convert others into our way of
doing things, listening to their understanding of
the world can and often is beneficial to our way
of doing it.
That Dordt allows people of different views
to express their thoughts with a sphere of
education is commendable. Education, after all,
is meant for learning, not affirming.

Brad Weber – Staff Writer
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On Thursday, October 26th, the Sioux County
Conservatives group held an event featuring
Dr. Steve Kirby, in which he shared his views
on Islam. This meeting was originally going to
be held at the Sioux Center Pizza Ranch, but,
because of potential protests, was moved to the
Sioux Center Library. For some of the liberals
protesting the event, this relocation was not
enough; a campaign was started on Facebook to
get the event canceled outright, with one of the
initiators of the protest saying, “LET’S SHUT
IT DOWN” and “FORMENTING HATE IN
IOWA IS NOT ACCEPTABLE!!!”
In the face of this event and the protests, one
concept I believe should be more widely taught
is the Overton window. The Overton window,
briefly, is the range of socially acceptable
positions people may hold. In the 1850s it
was socially acceptable for Abraham Lincoln
to say, “there is a physical difference between
the white and black races which I believe will
forever forbid the two races living together on
terms of social and political equality”; needless
to say, this is no longer a socially acceptable
view. In the 1950s it would have been socially
unacceptable to condone homosexuality,
but nowadays many people do. The Overton
window has shifted to include some new views
(homosexuality), and to exclude some old
views (white supremacy).
The First Amendment was not put in place
to protect views within the Overton window
because, by nature of being within the Overton
window, these views are generally not under
threat. The First Amendment was put in place
specifically to protect ideas outside of the
Overton window so that, if these ideas were
good, they could be spread. This freedom of
speech has generally been of the most benefit
for those who hold minority opinions. Many
landmark First Amendment cases ruled in
favor of civil rights activists, others in favor of
communists, and even more in favor of those
protesting American involvement in foreign
wars.
So, when someone calls for shutting down
an event because the views that will be shared
are “NOT ACCEPTABLE”, I can’t help but
wonder what views they believe should be
protected by free speech. Should we protect
ideas that are socially acceptable? That seems
a bit unnecessary to me. Maybe we should
only protect ideas that no one finds offensive;
unfortunately, I find that idea itself offensive, so
that’s a bit of a catch-22. Maybe, these people
think that only ideas they agree with should be
spread, and all other voices should be silenced;
if that is the case I would politely inform them
that North Korea sounds like the perfect place
to plan their next vacation.
Attempting to prevent a person from speaking
to an audience that wants to listen is attempting
to violate the speaker’s and audience’s right to
free speech. We need free speech so that ideas
may be spread, debated, critiqued, criticized,
and, ultimately, accepted or rejected. So, if you
disagree with a speaker, organize a counter
event, protest, engage them with rigorous
debate, but please do not attempt to undermine
the bedrock of free society with meaningless
Facebook posts about how unacceptable views
are--in your opinion.

· Feature ·
#metoo: A Love Letter
#MeToo. Five letters, two simple words and
a whole lot of hurt. On Oct. 15, actress Alyssa
Milano made the following post on Twitter:
“If you’ve been sexually harassed or assaulted
write ‘me too’ as a reply to this tweet.” In
the days and weeks following Milano’s post,
millions of people shared their stories or simply
the hashtag on various social media platforms,
revealing the magnitude of the problem.
The idea of “me too” actually started about 10
years ago when Tarana Burke, a social activist
and community organizer, used it as part of a
campaign to encourage “empowerment through
empathy.” She focused on women of color
who have been sexually abused, especially in
underprivileged communities. But when Milano
posted the hashtag, she sparked a #MeToo
movement which has revealed the ugly face of
a monster which affects so many.
Instead of men and women keeping these
emotional, mental and/or physical scars hidden,
they are bringing them out into the light. They
have exposed the darkness of a sinful world
from which we so often want to shield our eyes.
Submitted by an anonymous Dordt
contributor, the following letter shares one
person’s perspective on the #MeToo movement:
Not me.
By the grace of God, somehow, I have not
gone through the unimaginable horror of being
sexually assaulted. But I watched today as my
Facebook feed filled up with two little words,
only five total letters, five letters that required
more bravery than I could comprehend. Five
letters spoken by both men and women who
have experienced more evil than I will ever
begin to understand, five letters conveying a
meaning I cannot fully grasp: “Me too.”
And each one was a separate punch to my gut.
Each one was another time I silently whispered
to myself, “No, no, no.” Each one another
realization of what I will never fully know;
because, for each person brave enough to share
their story, so many more are keeping their
stories to themselves. Whether out of fear or
pain or simply a desire to maintain control over
their stories when the story tells of how control
was taken away from them, so many people
who have experienced sexual assault choose
not to share. And I think this is part of the idea
of this movement; to shed a little more light on
the enormity of this problem, to show us that
far more people than we realize are holding on
to far more pain than what humans should have

the capacity to hold.
But there’s something I want to say, to each
and every one of the men and women who
stopped their days long enough to write five little
letters and click a button to give those letters
up to the world: You are loved. If your story
floated onto my news feed today, it means that
you are someone I love, and I love you deeply,
and I love you all the more for your bravery in
sharing with me your own five letters. And even
if your story never made it online, if you are
one of the many people who walk around this
campus carrying the weight of your secret all
by yourself, that’s OK: for you, too, are loved.
Even if you have chosen not to share your story
– with the internet, with me or with anyone at
all – you are loved. And even if I do not know
you, if I have never met you, if I have never
heard your story, if I have failed to love you
well in my words and in my deeds – you are
loved. For where my heart would split apart
if I tried to deeply and fully care for you, we,
as brothers and sisters united in Christ, serve a
God who never fails to love you fully. We serve
a God who sees your brokenness, your pain,
your scars and your memories and your anger
and your sadness – and He loves you more
intricately and more wonderfully than I ever
could and He loves you not in spite of whatever
you have experienced but rather through what
you have experienced. He loves you in your
pain. My love is fickle and temporary, but the
love of our God is infinite and eternal. And
in the love of our precious Savior, you have
value. In this you have worth. In this we have
a hope, of a new Heavens and a new Earth, of a
Kingdom in which this can never happen again.
In this, I pray, you may also have healing. I am
grateful for, and blessed by, the people on this
campus who have allowed me into their hurt,
and thus allowed me into their healing. But even
if I never hear your story: Please, please, please
know – you are wholly loved by our Holy God.

There is a new club on campus this semester,
the Young Americans for Liberty. Brandon
Fokkema founded the club this fall, saying he
really felt there needed to be a club on campus
that represented the political view regaining
popularity, one of small government, personal
freedom and individual liberty. Last week,
the Young Americans for Liberty (YAL) held
an event to talk about the Constitution of the
United States. Students could come and sit in
on the talks led by professors, as well as asking
questions.
The hope of this event was to provide students
with a platform to discuss things regarding the
Constitution. It was the first event that the club
had done.
On Monday, Oct. 23, professor Donald Roth
spoke on “Filling in the gaps: what do we make
of what the Constitution doesn’t say?” On
Wednesday, professor Lee Pitts spoke on the
1st amendment and journalism. On Thursday,
students could come and talk about privacy, and
on Friday, professor Jeff Taylor spoke on the
10th Amendment of the Constitution.
On Thursday, YAL club members sat at a table
next to the Grille, to have students come in and
discuss the Fourth Amendment, as well as “the
need to restore privacy rights. The event, called
“Restore the Fourth,” also took place across the

Trap Shooting Club shoots
things, builds camaraderie
Tess Hemmila– Staff Writer

Deep breath.
Aim.
Pull the trigger.
Hit the target.
The feeling of seeing a target explode
and knowing that you made it happen is
exhilarating. This sensation is a familiar one
for many members of the Dordt College Trap
Shooting Club.
Trap shooting is a form of competitive
shooting that involves shooting a target called a
clay pigeon, with a shotgun as it’s launched into
the air. The club plans to have weekly shoots at
Rock Valley Gun Club.
The club, oddly enough, was not started by a
Dordt student, but by Jason Enerson, a senior at
Estherville Lincoln Central. Enerson, deciding
to come to Dordt next year, wanted to start
the club so it would be in full-swing when he
attends.
“I’ve always wanted to be able to shoot on
a college team and I also want to go to Dordt,
so this seemed like a good way to do both,”
Enerson said.
There is more to the club than shooting. A

great deal of the time spent at the club is spent
socializing when members are not shooting.
“I think the most appealing aspect of this
club is the camaraderie that is built,” said Tom
Prinsen, the faculty advisor for the club. “It’s
nice because there’s built-in social time.”
The club is new and open to accepting any
new members. The president of the club,
Morgan Hoogendoorn, said the club is working
on recruiting and getting firmly established
now, although it will be focusing more on
competitive shooting in upcoming semesters.
“I encourage anyone to come out,”
Hoogendoorn said. “It’s a really good time. We
don’t mean to scare anyone off, we welcome all
beginners.”
The Trap Shooting Club is not only geared
toward seasoned shooters. According to the
club’s mission statement, the club “strives to
provide opportunities for education, training
and mentoring of students in a safe, Christian
and ethical manner.”
“Don’t knock it till you try it,” said club
vice president, Dillon Branderhorst. “We’ve
got a lot of people in the club who are good at
instructing, so don’t be afraid to start.”
Contributed Photo
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Gladstone on engineering
Zachary Sanford– Staff Writer

Young Americans for Liberty fourday event on Constitution
Josh Meribole– Staff Writer
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900 different chapters of various universities
and colleges. The hope of the event was to make
students aware of previous violations against
the amendment. Planners also hoped to draw
media attention to convince Edward Snowden
to attend via video call.
Snowden is a controversial public figure who
released classified document regarding the
extent on which the NSA spies on American
Citizen. He fled the country, in fear of being
arrested.
Young Americans for Liberty was started by
Ron Paul, a former U.S. Representative, with
the goal stated on its website as: “to identify,
educate, train, and mobilize young people
committed to winning on principle.”
At Dordt, one does not need to be a libertarian
to join the club.
“Based on people at Dordt, many students
are libertarian,” says Fokkema, referring
to a questionnaire given to Dordt students
during the club fair. Fokkema was previously
a Republican, but he now does not associate
himself with either the Republican or Democrat
parties. Instead, he tends to lean more to the
libertarian side. His charge to students is for
them to expand their political views.
“Read,” Fokkema said. “Don’t just look at
one resource… Don’t just get your politics from
modern news sources. It’s important for people
to form personal opinions.”

Professor Jeff Gladstone is a new staff member
at Dordt in the Engineering Department.
ZS: Tell us about yourself:
JG: “I have been practicing engineering for 32
years. I grew up in the bay area in California
in the 60’s and 70’s. I graduated from Cal Poly
Obispo College with Aeronautical Engineering
and worked for Aero Jet (propulsion company
in Sacramento, CA). I married out of college
and right now both of my kids are out of college
also. I attended graduate school at UC Davis.
At the time, I was interested in teaching in a
secular school because they always need more
Christians in that environment. I have always
been interested in model airplanes, and going
down the list of majors [picking aeronautical
engineering] wasn’t much thought other than
that. I was the lead structural engineering on the
solid rocket boosters [on the Atlas 5 rocket].”
ZS: How did you end up here at Dordt?
JG: “22 years at Aero Jet, a seed was planted
by a friend who suggested consulting for smaller
companies that don’t need a full-time person. I
had gotten involved with NorthRise, and Dordt
had been involved with them as well; my first
trip there, President Hoekstra was there, and
we got to talking. He asked if I would look into
teaching at Dordt. I was interested, and after
a while it was something worth looking into.
About a year ago, I applied and it got serious.”
ZS: How do see teaching Engineering here at
Dordt?
JG: “I like the cohesiveness world view with
the secular teaching; it didn’t seem [at Dordt]
like Christianity was merely tacking on to what
we do professionally. It really is a challenge
on the engineering side, because most of it
is just getting the math right. Doing a correct
technical job is what you got to do whether it’s
secular or Christian. So, that really is an area in

which I want to develop. I think the challenge
for us engineers is that many of us aren’t
entrepreneurs. We aren’t necessarily the ones
leading the charge of the engineering future. It’s
a engineering personality type that gets done,
for whatever that happens to be.”
ZS: What are some of the things you enjoy
doing outside of class?
JG: “Most of the adventure things were back
in California. I live next to Lake Tahoe and have
a season pass to ski, I love sailing, especially
sailing in the San Francisco Bay in a club. I
love the outdoors, and I have to find things here
to do. I like to cycle, and wood-working… is
something I’ve done over years. My perfect
week is going out on the sailboat with some
friends, and in fact the Great Lakes aren’t
too far away. I enjoy backpacking, pheasant
hunting, fishing, and love to eat fish. If there is
ever a group of students who want to start an
Alpine Club and drive to Colorado, I’d love to
be their advisor.”
Contributed Photo
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Dordt Blades drop
games in Colorado

Athlete:
three Feature
Patterson

Caleb Pollema and Clarissa Kraayenbrink

Caleb Pollema – Staff Writer

– Staff Writers

The Dordt College Blades fell in three games
this past weekend on a three-day road trip to
Colorado.
The Blades began the trip by playing on
Thursday night at CS World Arena in a matchup
against University of Colorado-Colorado
Springs who was 2-3 on the year with a 2-1
record at home upon entering the matchup.
During the game, junior Eric Van Laren scored
a goal for the Blades off an assist from freshman
Logan Visser and senior Adrian Visser. Van
Laren’s goal was the only score by Dordt that
night, and it was not enough to hold off the
Mountain Lions. The Blades fell 4-1.
Next up for the Blades was a match against
the Colorado School of Mines on Friday night
at the Apex Center. The Orediggers came into
the matchup with a 2-4-1 record, led by Oleksii
Netreba, who had four goals on the year.
The Blades struggled offensively in this game.
Not scoring a goal on the day, Dordt fell to the
Colorado School of Mines by a final score of
0-7.
Dordt concluded their Colorado road trip on
Saturday with a game against the United States
Air Force Academy at Cadet Ice Arena.
Air Force came into the weekend with a 5-2
record and a perfect undefeated home record
of 4-0. The Falcons were led by Douglass
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Gutierrez with seven goals on the year.
Freshman Mark Schouten scored two goals in
the game and Logan Visser added one more to
give the Blades three goals total on the night.
Even though the Blades scored the most goals
of the weekend in this game, their efforts fell
short of a victory. The Falcons scored 18 goals
in an offensive explosion, giving Dordt another
loss on the weekend.
The Blades will regroup as they head into
Mid-America Collegiate Hockey Association
play with a 2-7 record on the year. Dordt heads
to Dubuque to play Wisconsin-Platteville for
two games this Friday and Saturday.
The Blades will return home the following
weekend for two games on Nov. 10 and 11
against Arkansas. The following week, the
Blades will host their annual Clash in the Corn
Nov. 16-18.

Dordt football faces NW
Sawyer Strelnieks – Staff Writer

The Dordt football team fought a tough
battle last Saturday against their biggest rival,
Northwestern College. But in the end, Dordt
lost to Northwestern 41-23.
Dordt controlled the whole first half of the
game, walking into the locker room with a 16-6
lead over the Raiders. However, a different
Northwestern team came out of the locker room
after halftime, scoring seven minutes into the
third quarter. Later, Northwestern took the lead
in the third quarter and maintained it for the
remainder of the game.
Dordt prepared for their game against
Northwestern like they do for all their other
opponents. One of their focuses was asking why
they do things.
“This week we’ve talked a lot about why we
do the things we do,” said Coach Joel Penner.
“Why do we play football, why do we go to
class, etc? We believe it’s critical to focus
on your ‘why’ so you have a purpose in your
‘what.’”
Dordt started the game versus Northwestern
on a fast note, taking only a minute and 27
seconds to score their first touchdown. The
touchdown was run in by Keithen Drury from
forty yards out, followed by an extra point kick
made by Jeff Paepke.
The Defender’s defense held Northwestern’s
offense to only one touchdown in the first half,
which was scored right away in the second
quarter. Dordt answered later in the half with a
43-yard field goal by Jeff Paepke. The defenders
scored again with only fifteen seconds left in the
half. Brock Lamle made a pass connection with
Jake Dodge in the end zone for a touchdown,
making the score 16-6. Dordt showed in the
first half that they can compete with some great

Anisa
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teams.
“As a program, we have taken massive jumps
in achieving what we set out to do,” says senior
captain Rickey Nelson. “This season it is very
evident that we have a confidence that we can
beat anybody we line up against.”
In the second half of the game, Northwestern
scored a touchdown and extra point eight
minutes left in the third quarter. Dordt answered
a few minutes later when Quarterback, Brock
Lamle, ran a forty-yard touchdown. Everyone
was on their feet when the defender’s offense
stayed on the field to attempt to convert on
fourth down. The defenders only needed a yard
to get a new set of downs, but Lamle took it all
the way for a touchdown, the crowd went crazy
when he made a sprint for the end zone.
Northwestern scored twice more in the third
quarter and two more times in the fourth quarter.
Dordt made a few mistakes in the second half
that Northwestern capitalized on, costing them
the game. Northwestern’s football team is now
8-1 for the season and ranked second in the
Great Plains Athletic Conference.
Dordt’s football team has sixteen “goals” on
display in their locker room for the players to
see every day. One of them was to get their first
ever win against Northwestern. Although Dordt
didn’t pull off the win this year, they still have
goals they would like to accomplish.
“We have a variety of goals for the rest of
the season,” says senior captain Jake Cook.
“These include having a winning season and
maintaining a 3.0 team GPA.”
With a 4-4 record with two regular season
games left, they hope to achieve their first
winning season.
“The main team goal for the rest of the season
is to keep kicking doors down,” said Senior
Captain Griffin Pelot. “We strive at attacking
and winning every day in order to make this
team better now and in many seasons to come.”

Anisa Patterson is a senior exercise science
and pre-physical therapy major from Escondido,
California. As a left back, Patterson has played
in all 18 games this year and has scored three
goals on the year. Anisa started playing soccer
when she was four years old, and she wears
number 8 for the Defender women’s soccer
team.
•What hobbies do you have?
“They have diminished over college. I don’t
have time. My hobbies are soccer. I did soccer
all throughout high school. I did horseback
riding and English equestrian competing. I love
reading when I have time. I like anything in the
outdoors, like hiking.”
•What athletes did you look up to growing
up?
“I actually was never into watching sports, so
I don’t really have anyone that I looked up to.”
•What sports did you play throughout high
school?
“I did soccer year-round. I’m from San Diego.
Club and then high school, even before high
school, I would do indoor soccer and other
organizations. I tried volleyball [but] I am not
hand-eye coordinated at all. I tried basketball,
also not hand-eye coordinated, so it didn’t
work.”
•Why did you come to Dordt?
“Good question. I wasn’t sure if I wanted to
do nursing or pre-vet, which is funny because
I am neither of those now. I wanted a smaller
school and it was only one of four schools in
the country that had those parameters. I actually
didn’t even want to play soccer in college.
Dordt was the only program that pursued me
athletics-wise. Actually, I was looking at ASU
and ASU was recruiting me as well, but I didn’t
want to play Division 1. I didn’t want to have to
devote that much time to soccer, but I actually
love the program here.”
•What has been your favorite memory
playing soccer here at Dordt?
“Two years ago at Morningside, we were
getting ready in the locker room and I have
always played left back, starting full time—
my fellow teammate, Courtney, she played
right back. We were always the two players
that you don’t sub. We were messing around
in the locker room and I jokingly locked her in
one of the spare rooms and the whole handle
came off, so we were getting ready for game
time and we couldn’t get our main player out
of the locker room and it was my fault. I started
crying because I was afraid of what to tell my
coach. The whole time I am freaking out trying
to get my teammate out, she figured out a back
way and she was sitting behind me while I was
panicking and trying to figure out how to get
the door unlocked. The sheer fear of locking
a teammate away was kind of terrifying. It is
something that the whole team still laughs
about today.
“Probably another one on a more serious note
would be this whole year. There are five seniors
and we started out with eleven of us freshman
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year. There couldn’t be a better group. We meet
together all the time to talk about like what
we could do to better the team. We have good
chemistry and I love it. I wouldn’t change it for
anything.”
•What are your goals for playoffs?
“We are sitting in fourth right now, and if we
win our game on Saturday that means we get to
host playoffs here at home for the first round,
which hasn’t been done in a really long time. I
am not too worried. From then on, it’s always
been since freshman year that we are going
to make it to nationals. Coming in freshman
year, we had never won a game in the past two
seasons combined for Dordt women’s soccer
or even scored a goal in the past two seasons
so coming in freshman year it was like Dordt
soccer sucks. Our coach’s first goal was to win
one game and that was it. Our very first game
we won, and since then we have just been
getting better and better. This is the best year.
So, making it to nationals is our goal.”
•What are your personal goals for playoffs?
“I get snippy on the field. So, my goal is to
not get snippy. I think to be a good encourager
is my personal goal, and to not get in my own
head. Dallas, our captain, always yells at me to
get out of my own head during games. My goal
is to calm down.”
•What are your plans after college?
“That’s like the dreaded question… I am
actually planning on going back to nursing
school. I did half the program at St. Luke’s,
so I am going to go back and finish that off. I
changed majors a couple of times and couldn’t
go back. We will see from there. I want to do
nursing, specifically in the labor and delivery
specializing, and from then do traveling nursing
so like every eight weeks to six months changing
locations around the country.”

We apologize for crediting two photos of Josiah Wallance to Lucus
Simonson in the last issue (Oct 19, 2017).
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Profs make art, statements
Allison Wordes - Staff Writer
What do art professors do in their free time?
Unbeknownst to many, professors are furthering
their own art careers alongside giving lectures
and grading quizzes. While they’re here to help
students learn, professors readily share their
individuality.
Monday, Oct. 23, four of Dordt’s art faculty
shared their latest and greatest works with an
art gallery reception in Dordt’s Campus Center.
David Versluis, Matthew Drissell, Jacob Van
Wyk, and Doug Burg presented their work.
Each artist has what is called an artist’s
statement for his pieces. This statement is a
paragraph or two explaining the piece, and what
the artist intended it to mean, or describing
the creative process. The professors made
statements to pair with their choice of artwork
for the gallery.
“I want to do something… so I do everything,”
said Van Wyk. Most of his ceramic work is
functional, and he often takes commissions. He
says the professors make their own discoveries
outside of class. For the most part, Van Wyk
works mostly in obscurity in his studio.
One of his clay sculptures, “Submission,”
is 400 pounds and took several months to
complete. Some of the installed art on campus
is his work.
“I want to challenge myself,” said Van Wyk,
“see how far I can push something.” Van Wyk
continues to share his knowledge by teaching
ceramics classes, although he has retired from
full-time teaching. There is a need to share
experience, he said. Both he and Versluis also
included printmaking work in this show.
Burg, who teaches photography classes at
Dordt, revels in abstract photography. One of
his art prints was a close-up of stainless steel.
The brilliant, almost neon hue drew the attention
of the 15 or 20 talk attendees. He described in
his presentation how he teaches his students
about “creating images” rather than just finding
images.
Drissell teaches traditional and modern
studio arts and art history. His inspiration for
his gallery pieces were the black walnut trees
near his house. He would hear pops at random
times of day, like gunshots—the sound of cars
driving over the walnuts scattered on the road.
He decided to take this interest to a professional
level.
Once he gathered all his materials, he drove
over the walnuts with his van. The result—tire
tracks and smashed, coffee-stained splotches.
Returning to the work later, he added paintings
of houses and explored the concept of

relationships with neighbors, using the houses
and vehicles from his neighborhood found on
Google Maps. He observed how the buildings
and people around him changed over time. Two
of the paintings in his series sold in a previous
show.
Versluis, professor of graphic design and
printmaker, as well as the gallery installer,
presented a series of “primary structures”
including 15 pieces created from recycled
materials. The works displayed examples of
tint and shade, teaching students about value.
Everyone sees light differently, said Versluis,
and color is a personal experience.
Some of Versluis’ art is on display in other
places. In Edina, Minnesota, he designed a piece
for “temporary loan,” working together with a
welder to craft the tall, metal structure. Design
is mostly method, and can be predictable for
the most part. Yet, Versluis noted that “there are
surprises, always.”
“Do you know how hard it is to paint outside,
with the wind, and the bugs in your face?” said
Van Wyk on his outdoor paintings on display.
Art is something he puts his heart and soul into.
2009 graduate David Lammers, an
engineering and fine arts major, attended the
gallery show. He now teaches welding at
Dordt, but he remembers taking sculpture,
printmaking, ceramics, and other classes with
the art department.
“It’s a nice gallery for these pieces,” said
Lammers. He owns some of Van Wyk’s pieces in
his vast art collection. Other attendees included
Core 160 students, Vice President Forseth, and
President Hoekstra and Barb Hoekstra.
Van Wyk encourages students to pop in and
look at the galleries.

Student One Acts progresses
Emma Stoltzfus - Staff Writer

A cement room with black walls. A panel
of judges seated in a semi-circle. A single
row of students with pieces of paper in hand.
Anticipation.
Last week Wednesday, students from Dordt’s
directing class hosted auditions for their one-act
plays in the New World Theater.
The 15 students had each chosen a short play
and were searching for Dordt students to act in
them. Applicants signed up on a whiteboard
by the theatre pod in the days leading up to the
audition.
Five or six students at a time were brought
into the theater to sit in chairs along the wall.
One by one, they would walk up to the strip of
tape on the floor in front of the line of judges’
tables and deliver their monologues.
The potential actors either chose from one of
the six monologues on the theatre whiteboard or
presented pieces they had found for themselves.
Throughout their performances, various
members of the 15-member panel asked them
to “hold!” and continue on in a different manner
than before.
Requests included, but were not limited to:
Pretend you’re being chased by a bee, talking to
a boy you really like, trying to get an animal out
of your pants, or sharing a big secret.

“Stranger Things” Season Two is
fresh and strange as ever
Zach Steensma – Staff Writer

Contributed Photo

Sophomore Katie Fictorie—who has been
acting on and off since she was 10—auditioned
for a role in the one-acts.
“In the moment it was really stressful,”
Fictorie said regarding the prompts given in
her audition. “But that’s sort of the fun part of
acting; you get those opportunities to be super
spontaneous, and just be out of the blue, out of
nowhere.”
With 42 roles and 58 applicants, not everybody
who applied made the cut, especially since the
directors were required to give roles to all the
members of Dordt’s acting class.
Professor Josiah Wallace, who teaches both the
directing and acting classes, said he was “really
pleased with the quality of the auditions.”
Senior theater major Erica Liddle is one of the
one-act directors, in addition to being part of the
acting class.
“I felt badly about some of the younger
students, especially those who were theater
scholarship holders, who we couldn’t cast.”
Liddle said. “Not because their auditions were
bad, but because they either didn’t fit the roles
we had or we just didn’t have enough roles.”
Results were announced by email on Friday
with the list of chosen actors and their assigned
plays.
The one-acts will be presented Nov. 16-18 in
the New World Theater.
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Unless you’ve been living in another
dimension, you’ve probably at least heard of
the thrilling Netflix sensation that captivated
audiences over a year ago. Stranger Things
was easily one of the most spectacular viewing
experiences to come out of the current golden
age of television. Reviews are in, giving an
outstanding 11 out of 10 to the show.
It was both frightful and delightful, a perfectly
crafted hybrid that borrowed elements from the
works of Stephen King and Stephen Spielberg,
serving as a nostalgic and heartfelt love letter
to 1980s cinema—the ultimate homage, if you
will.
Sort of a Stand By Me meets The Goonies
meets Firestarter meets E.T. meets A Nightmare
On Elm Street meets Twin Peaks meets… well,
you get the picture. It was a bold, ambitious,
and ultimately triumphant eight-hour movie.
If you’re like me, you spent the last yearand-a-half of internet hype with relatively low
expectations. The skepticism that a new season
could ever match the critical and commercial
success of the first lingered in the air (and the
upside down).
Season One was an incredibly tough act
to follow, and trying to recapture the fun and
fright of the original was surely a daunting
task. But if you ever doubted the marketing
wisdom of Netflix, worry no more. Despite the
show’s rising popularity, Season Two succeeds
in avoiding the repetitive self-indulgent slump
which many shows fall into after hitting the
mainstream.
As strange it may sound, it also sets up the
show for a promising future, at least as long
as show runners Matt and Ross Duffer can
continue to justify putting these characters
through severe trauma every Fall.
The stellar cast of Season One returns even
stronger than before, and it’s clear that the
residents of Hawkins, Indiana, have changed
over the last year--but the events of the first
season continue to haunt them.
The ever-resilient and determined mother
Joyce Byers (Winona Ryder) remains
committed to protecting her son , working
now with the intrusive government forces of
Hawkins lab, whose continuing experiments
are being covered for by local police chief Jim
Hopper (David Harbour), as he takes on the role
of caretaker for both the town as well as several
characters.
The previously established love triangle
between Nancy Wheeler (Natalia Dyer),
Jonathan Byers (Charlie Heaton) and Steve
Harrington (Joe Keery) continues along a
steady but delightfully un-clichéd trajectory.

As always, though, the kids are the real stars
of the show. The psychic Eleven (Millie Bobby
Brown), struggles to find her place in the world,
as “the AV Club” faces their own personal
challenges growing up: Mike Wheeler (Finn
Wolfhard) and Will Byers (Noah Schapp), “the
boy who came back to life,” struggle to readjust
to their normal middle-school life following the
events of the previous Fall.
Amidst the town’s woes, Dustin (Gaten
Matarazzo) and Lucas (Caleb McLaughlin) face
conflict within the friend group. There are some
fun new dynamics between old characters as
different individuals are paired together; most
notably we get to see Hopper’s relationship
with Eleven, and Dustin’s unlikely partnership
with Steve as well as Dustin’s new pet.
The excellent casting continues with new
arrivals: Sadie Sink as Max, the new girl on
the block who struggles to understand the town
and fit in with the boys. Dacre Montgomery
plays Max’s psychotic older brother Billy, an
antagonistic bully character whose personality
reflects that of Steve’s character from Season
One. Sean Astin absolutely nails it as heartfelt
brainiac Bob Newby, and Brett Gelman and
Paul Reisser add an exciting new dynamic with
their performances, as well.
The size and scope of the new season is
certainly ambitious, and in some ways the show
takes a rather safe and frustratingly predictable
“bigger is better” approach that so many sequels
tend to do. But what elements of mystery the
new season loses amid its ever-expanding
lore, it makes up for in its more personalized
approach to character development. Stranger
Things 2 deals with problems of post traumatic
stress, domestic violence, and coming-of-age.
The season does indeed pay homage to the
same era and genre as its predecessor: there are
echoes of The Exorcist, Close Encounters of the
Third Kind, Ghostbusters, Gremlins and even
Tremors; but, overall, Stranger Things 2 serves
a much more character-driven story.
While Season One was indeed a weird and
thrilling blend of ‘80s tropes, Season Two is
(thankfully) more focused on progressing the
overarching plot, and avoids trying to cram ‘80s
references into every corner, much to my relief.
But the cast and crew still insert them where
it is appropriate, all without being annoyingly
nostalgic.
It looks as though Stranger Things is here to
stay, at least as long as this formula continues
to work and the show continues to evolve
at a comfortable pace. The Duffer brothers
reportedly have two more seasons laid out, and
Season Three is already in the works. Let’s all
hope this show continues to stay as fresh as
Eggo waffles.
Contributed photo
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Come sea SB’s fish tanks
Elizabeth Helmkamp– Staff Writer

Recently, a new saltwater tank and freshwater
tank have been set up in the basement of the
new Science wing. Dr. Fred Sick donated the
saltwater tank, and Ron Rynder donated the
freshwater tank.
“I’ve been retired three years now, and we
[spend a lot of time at a second] house in
Minnesota on the lake,” said Sick. “We always
had to have a house sitter [for the tank at home],
and the guys at Dordt said they wanted to have
a saltwater aquarium, so I decided to donate it.”
The tank needs some restocking due to a
salinity crash that killed all the coral in the tank.
Dr. Sick said his property insurance covers the
coral, so they will be able to restock it soon.
“The tank has to be running well in order to
start putting coral into it, because otherwise…
the coral will not take, it won’t grow and
thrive,” said Dr. Steven Bogaard, who helps
oversee tank care.
“[It would be] well-advised, if you’re ever
going into saltwater [tank owning], to choose
a particular area—say, the Pacific Ocean—and
then populate your hive with Pacific Ocean
fishes,” said Ron Rynder, a retired Dordt
professor. Still, “I don’t think we have any
intention of saying ‘this is Sioux County’s
version of the barrier reef,’” Bogaard said.
Currently, there is a raccoon butterflyfish in
the saltwater tank. Sick said the butterflyfish
eats parasitic aiptasia anemones. But it also eats

coral, so it will be traded back and forth between
this tank and a tank at Central Vet Clinic, where
Sick works, in order to allow the coral to grow
properly once it is installed.
“We have to make sure that we then keep the
balance, [that we] feed them enough that this
butterflyfish will eat the food and not the good
coral,” Bogaard said.
Rynder initially got what is now the freshwater
tank from his son, building a base and hood for
it soon after. The tank was kept as a saltwater
tank in Student Services until he retired. In
2016, he decided to give the tank back to Dordt.
The tanks are going to be used only for display,
not for storing fish to be used in experiments.
“One difference between the two tanks is,
when you walk up to the freshwater tank,
everybody’s gonna come out to greet you…
sooner or later everything is gonna pass
before your eyes. When you stand in front of a
saltwater tank, first of all, you shouldn’t stand
too close, and then stand very still, and little by
little you’re gonna start seeing things move, and
you’re gonna start seeing things appear out of
the rocks,” said Rynder. Sick agreed with his
assessment of the tanks.
“Look at the overall view, and then pick out
a particular spot, and like I said, you can come
back in ten minutes and it’s all different. It
changes constantly. And when the coral gets in
there, it’s gonna be even more so,” said Sick.
“Please don’t tap on the glass, but please come
look at ‘em!” Bogaard said.

When dressing up pays off
Meagan DeGraaf– Staff Writer

When young men in ties and young women
in dresses start to fill the grounds of Dordt’s
campus, it’s either an average Sunday, the night
of the scholarship banquet, or the afternoon of
one of the Career Development Center’s (CDC)
events. In the case of last Wednesday, everyone
was dressed up in their business best for CDC’s
Job and Internship Fair.
The percentage of Dordt College graduates
employed within just a few months of
graduation is very high—close to 100%, as
98.9% of Dordt’s 2016 graduates reported
being in grad school or employed by the end
of the year. While this isn’t unheard of, Dordt’s
statistics are very encouraging in a job climate
where new graduates are often expected to have
three to five years of experience for an entrylevel job.
It can be daunting to even begin to look at
potential employers and possible careers when
you’re a new freshman or even a super senior.

Job options seem both highly limited and
overwhelmingly abundant.
There are a lot of questions that come up when
considering a future career: What field within
my major should I choose? Where should I
live? Do I have enough experience to get the
job I’ve always dreamed of? What even is my
dream job?
The CDC is made up of faculty dedicated to
the students and their post-academic pursuits,
and it can help answer those questions and
provide further help.
The Job and Internship Fair was one of those
opportunities. Twenty-five companies set up
displays in the campus center and offered
students a chance to talk and network. The CDC
encourages students to network with potential
employers, since knowing the right people can
often open doors. This could be the cause of
Dordt’s high post-graduation employment rate.
The CDC is open from 9-4 every weekday,
and consultations are available on appointment.

Dordt soccer wraps up regular
season
Sawyer Strelnieks – Staff Writer

Every sports team has its ups and downs
throughout the season; how a team reacts to
situations of good and bad is what makes every
season a unique one.
The Dordt men’s soccer team had a roller
coaster season. Senior Stephen Brinkerhoff said
this year’s team struggled with chemistry.
“Building a team that runs smoothly can often
be one of the hardest obstacles to get through,”
Brinkerhoff said.
His highlight from this season was beating
Buena Vista earlier in the season.
“Dordt’s passing was the best they had had all
year and their defense contained Buena Vista’s
quick offense very well,” said head coach Craig
Stiemsma.
Heading into playoffs, the men’s team
prepared itself by watching a film from the
previous game and preparing for away games
by practicing on a turf field.
“I enjoyed spending time with the guys,”
Stiemsma said. “It was nice seeing them work
hard in practice and watching the younger guys
grow as players. Seeing how much fun they
have together was great and seeing them off the
field at a retreat together were some enjoyable
things.”
Dordt women’s soccer team had a season of
improvement, competition and preparation for
playoffs. Senior Natalie Sakuma said every
game they played, they had a chance at putting
the ball in the net. Sakuma also said they are
improving their ability to work as one unit and
are trying to utilize all the talent that is on this
year’s team.
“I think one of the biggest highlights for us,
especially us seniors, was shelling Northwestern
4-0,” Sakuma said. “We haven’t beaten them in
three years and they hadn’t let one goal in all
conference, so being able to put that win on the
board meant a great deal.”

However, Sakuma explained how being
incredibly competitive with the top teams in the
conference is what really helped the team grow,
and that was the most rewarding aspect on the
season.
“One thing I think the team improved the
most on this season was adjusting to being able
to play a full 90 minutes and play them hard,”
said senior Dallas Parker. “At the beginning of
the season, we would let down here and there
during play, but the last few games we have
finished the game, working our hardest until the
last minute.”
Preparing for playoffs is not much different
than preparing for the regular season, Parker
said.
“However, there’s more pressure to perform
at a high rate and produce good results,” Parker
said.
Heading into the playoffs, the men’s team was
8-10 (not including this Tuesday’s Hastings
game) and the women’s team was 12-6 at the
time of publication.
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